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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of Cheltenham Primary School 

For educators, each term passes like the seasons in our life  - each with its unique challenges. This term has been a 
particularly testing one for us all; socially and emotionally, academically and physically. What happened to our 
usual short 8 week first term?  Yet, as a community of learners we have moved forward ‘Accepting the challenge’ 
to transition the children into school and into new learning spaces and relationships.   

Next term we will be commencing the self-evaluation process that will guide us towards the development of  our 
school’s new Strategic Plan. I look forward to sharing further details about the process with you,  early in Term 2.  

Our classroom and specialist staff are engaged in a rigorous cycle of professional learning with a focus on building 
practice excellence in reading. They have been extraordinary - creatively sourcing books to build classroom 
libraries of 600 books in Years 2 to 6.  They have canvassed friends and families, our school community and 
opportunity shops and will be continuing to look for additional texts over the holidays.   

Through our relentless and collective efforts we have achieved high growth 
in our reading results over the last 12 months. As children read 
independently (Years 2 to 6) we ask them to leave ‘the tracks of their 
thinking’ by writing down thoughts that come to them, questions, 
unfamiliar vocabulary and this guides our teachers as they confer with 
them.  

 

We are then able to determine if the text is too difficult or ‘just right’ to extend their thinking further. Reading is 
an active process that requires stamina.  During the holiday period, we are calling for all our children to maintain 
their daily reading habit.   Research shows that reading can reduce stress by up to 68%. Imagine the impact that 
could have in your homes, especially during the holidays!         
    

If you are short on books at home, or are unable to visit your local library, please encourage your child to borrow 
form their class libraries before leaving school today, so that they have reading material over the holiday break.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank all our  staff and students  at CPS for their efforts over the term. On your 
behalf, I would also like to offer Brett Page, who is retiring as the end of this term, our sincere thanks for his 
contribution as a teacher, person and working bee coordinator over the last 11 years. Brett is saying farewell to 
full-time teaching but will be returning to us as a casual relief teacher, so its not  “Good-bye” Brett, just  “Au re 
voir”  

On the break I will be reading ‘Bear Town’ by Fredrik Backman with the members of the CPS Staff Book Club.  I 
look forward to sharing any connections I make to the text, with you all.  

Happy holidays and happy reading everyone! 

Regards, 

Bronwyn  

 

From our Principal 
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From our Middle School Learning Leader…Tanya Wells  

Reading in the Holidays 

 A huge thank you to all the families that have so kindly and generously donated books from home to 
our class libraries. Our students get so excited when we share new arrivals! We have been building our 
class libraries and they are really starting to take shape. 

Over the holidays please try to maintain a routine of reading each night. While we are fostering a love 
of reading in class, we would encourage you at home, as part of the home school partnership, to 
support this at home. To quote an article I was recently reading,  

“Books make everything better. They enchant and delight, challenge and provoke, provide hours of 
entertainment on lazy afternoons, and offer solace in hard times. 

It seems only natural that people who cultivate a reading habit will likely become happier and healthier 
as a result. So it should come as no surprise that evidence from numerous scientific studies suggests 
that reading really is good for you!”  Brendan Brown 

Middle School Update of Reader’s Workshop  

 In schools there is often a focus on student engagement, but what does that really mean? Through my 
professional reading and understanding, I can describe it to you as the degree of attention, curiosity, 
optimism, interest and passion that students demonstrate when learning or being taught. Student 
engagement influences the motivation your child has to learn and progress in their education. It goes 
without saying that student learning and performance will suffer when students are bored or 
disengaged. I’m sure we can all relate to that in our own educational journeys and current professions 
too!  

Given that we know that students learn best when they are interested, inquisitive or inspired, how are 
we ensuring we are keeping our students, your children, engaged in our classrooms? 

 At C.P.S we are committed to trying new things and finding the best fit for our students. When we look 
at our current middle school students it is clear that our Year 4 
cohort is very boy dominant. To try and take advantage of this 
we have begun trialling a parallel education model for our 
Reader’s Workshop sessions. Boys and girls often respond to 
different approaches and as teachers we can  influence the 
delivery of the material and provide lessons that speak to our 
learners’ interests and learning styles. With the parallel learning 
model we are looking to gauge whether or not our students are 
building confidence in an environment where they are 
supported to have a voice and an equal opportunity to be 
heard. It also allows us to provide positive mentors and role 
models for both genders. 
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Week 1 Monday 22nd—Easter Monday 

Tuesday 23rd— First day of Term 2 

Thursday 25th  - Anzac Day holiday 

Week 2 Friday 3rd—Pupil Free Day 

Week 3 Tuesday 7th—School Council 7.30pm 

Thursday 9th—Yrs 3-6 House Cross Country 1pm –3.30pm 

Week 4 Tuesday 14th—Thursday 16th NAPLAN—Years 3 & 5 

Wednesday 15th—Foundation 2020 Open Morning 9.30am—11am 

Sunday 19th—Working Bee 9am –12pm (NEW DATE) 

Week 5  Thursday 23rd—Years 3—6 District Cross Country 

Week 7 Tuesday 4th—School Council 7.30pm 

Week 8  Monday 10th—Queen’s Birthday holiday 

Friday 14th—Years 5 & 6 Lightning Premiership Day 

Week 9 Tuesday 18th Year 5/6 Girl’s District Soccer 

Week 10 Friday 28th—Last day of term—2.30pm Dismissal 

Term 2 2019 - April/May/June 
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You Can Do It 
Persistence is the You Can Do It 
Foundation for this term. 

Persistence means continuing to 
try even when school work is 
hard, not being distracted by 
others, checking your work when 
you’re finished to make sure it’s 
correct and completing tasks on 
time. 

These students have won YCDI awards this week! 

Grade Winner 
1A Ann L, Carol P 

1B Pearl B, Eden L 

1C George B, Amaline P 
2A Riley D, Bahya H 

2B Saoirse W, Lee O 

2C Vada M, Tessa M 

 

WORKING BEE - SATURDAY 23rd MARCH 

With a wonderful mild day and some refreshing showers (LOL), the intrepid troupe of 18 volunteer 

parents and their children keenly powered away to clean up the school and undertake maintenance 

items as well. With a good mix of skills from parents, we were able to also hook up the reticulation 

system for Mrs Leason’s garden planter boxes. 

 In addition, we were able to erect a small retaining wall between the music room and the BER. This will 

be extended around that area in due course. 

There were lots of leaves in drains and other places. We finally found a home for them up in the 

Sanctuary. The soil will hopefully get some life into it, finally. 

It was nice to have hot dogs for morning tea… and fruit! 

Thanks to the hard working volunteers that turned up, I love the sense of community. It was great seeing 

the children taking an active interest in helping out their school too. 

Thanks, 

 

Brett Page 
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Everyone is going great guns with their reading challenges!  Three students have already completed 
the PRC!   Congratulations to Dakota B (2B), Zahra W (3C) and Saoirse W (2B), for completing the 
Premiers' Reading Challenge!  Fantastic reading, kids! 

 

Each day I have more children registering for the PRC.  Hopefully, their friends are encouraging them 
to join this fun reading initiative. 

 

You can still register for the PRC.  Please print a copy of the registration form at the end of today's 
newsletter, fill in the details and hand it back into your child's teacher, on the first day of Term 
2.  The close off date for PRC registrations will be Friday 10 May.  If you do register your child in 
Term 2, please make a note of any books they have read during the school holidays. 

 

Remember, that the PRC doesn't close until September, so your children have plenty of time to get 
through their reading challenge.  The challenge is as follows for each grade: 

 

Foundation-Gr 2 - must read 30 books (20 or more from the Challenge booklist) 

Gr 3-Gr 6 - must read 15 books (10 or more from the Challenge booklist) 

  

I hope everyone has a wonderful and safe school break.  Happy reading! 

  

  

Nalini Bradford 

PRC co-ordinator 
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