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What does learning look like for our students?





Middle School Expectations
Middle School is a big curriculum jump. We encourage your child to start 
taking increasing responsibility for their learning; becoming increasingly 
independent.

How is Mathematics  different?
Students start to move away from using concrete materials (counters, unifix, 
MAB blocks, etc) and move into more abstract concepts. This can be daunting 
as they begin linking their understandings and making connections to 
shortcuts in number and more complex ideas.
They will learn that being confused and a little uncomfortable is not just ok, 
but in fact necessary to grow and learn. We actively teach and refer to 
Growth Mindset to support students through challenge.

What about take home books?
Generally students do not take home levelled reading books. They are 
encouraged to make their own choices when it comes to what they read and 
to find books that engage and interest them. With your support, they can 
read books that provide challenge. However, as we use more challenging text 
at school it is fine for your child to read books that they, or you, consider easy.
Please note we we will work with you to find the best fit to support your 
child’s reading and comprehension needs



Middle School Expectations
Developing responsibility and independence

Students are encouraged to be more responsible by 
● being in charge of and carrying their own belongings
● being organised and delivering notes to the teacher each morning. (Please 

encourage your child to go through their own bag to pass on notices)

Middle and Senior School Events
Students will compete in House activities. These include:
● House Swimming 
● House Athletics
● Cross Country

There are also optional District events across the year that students can choose 
to compete in.

Parent Helpers
In general, parent helpers are not required in daily classroom activities.
We are always grateful for the volunteers for Kitchen Classroom where parent 
helpers are still needed.
 We are also reliant on parent volunteers for excursions and very much value 
your support in this area!



Wellbeing
The Daily Check In

Each morning, every student completes a quick check 
in of their feelings and thoughts about the day.

It helps let their teacher know how they are feeling 
and if there is anything bothering them.

It is viewed privately by their teacher daily and any 
concerns are followed up with a conversation with 
each student.



Wellbeing
The Resilience Project

We have partnered with the Resilience Project to 
help our students build strategies to develop their 
resilience.

We will begin running Resilience lessons focussed on 
developing Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness 
(GEM).

You can support this program at home by discussing 
with your child what went well for them today, and 
helping them complete the daily GEM prompt in their 
student diary.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bb5VNGXJF4Q


STEAM in the Middle School requires students to focus on 
a ‘real world problem’ that they can relate to. 

We promote the notion that the design process is not 
always a linear one - that just because something is 
designed one way, does not mean the end product will look 
like that.

We have a focus on students designing collaboratively 
rather than individually so that all students are invested in 
their work.

STEAM in the Middle School is about the processes that the 
students undertake rather than the finished product. The 
students learn to explain their processes and where they 
have had to try again or to modify their work.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4TE4e9LkpM


Literacy Outline



What is Reader’s Workshop?
Once implemented, Reading Workshop can quickly become students' 

favourite part of the day.

Since the format gives students tools for selecting and comprehending 

literature, students who were once reluctant to read now find themselves 

with the skills needed to be successful readers. Over the course of the year, 

students read many books and are encouraged to do as good readers do in 

exploring different genres, authors, and texts.

The program emphasises the interaction between readers and text. Students 

learn to ask questions, make connections with prior knowledge and 

previously read texts, and ask questions to clarify faulty comprehension they 

recognize has occurred.

The program includes peer conferences and teacher conferences with 

students but emphasises students' independence and allows them to become 

successful readers outside of the classroom.



VCOP and Big Write

Throughout Cheltenham Primary School, our students are involved in activities that 
help them to gain more knowledge about how to improve their own writing. 

In Middle School, as well as focusing on the genre-specific writing features, students are 
encouraged to always focus on four core targets - Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers 
and Punctuation (V.C.O.P) – as a way of improving all of the writing they do.  

V.C.O.P. are the four core targets we use to teach writing.  



What is a Big Write and Talk Homework?

Throughout each term, your child will come home with picture 
stimulus prompts. This is for ‘Talk Homework”. 
Talk homework is exactly what is sounds like. Please talk to your child 
to help brainstorm possible ideas for writing.

You may like to draft a very brief plan with dot points to prompt your 
child’s memory of the conversation. 
At this stage it is appropriate for you to only discuss ideas for possible 
storylines. 

As your child starts to develop writing goals, these may become part 
of your brainstorm. For example specific and targeted language 
choices and interesting vocabulary.

VCOP and Big Write



In the Middle School, as part of the gradual release of responsibility, we 
encourage the students to be reflective learners and to use our 
conferences to jointly determine where to next. Your child will use their 
writing samples to determine writing goals.

This  is very exciting as this is where a lot of the learning happens!

Your child will be supported to understand the expectations and 
importance of constructive feedback. As the year progresses they will not 
only be expected to receive and action feedback, but also to provide 
feedback for their peers.

Conferencing and Goal Setting



These are examples of Middle 
School students providing 
feedback for their peers.



● Provide students with a systematic approach to spelling.

● 70 Phonograms and 30 spelling rules.
● When encountering unfamiliar words, refer to rules and 

codes.

● Spelling lessons to commence in Term 2. 

● Spell and mark the word. It is important to articulate 
what is happening in the word.

● Mispronouncing words can lead to misspelling words.
○ Igzact instead of exact.

Write to Read Spelling Program



Mathematics
In Middle School Mathematics we are moving from hands-on materials 
towards more abstract concepts.

This can be a challenging step when moving from Junior School, and we 
spend a lot of time learning about how struggle and mistakes help us 
learn.

Formal strategies are taught for the 4 operations:
addition, subtraction, division and multiplication.

We explore multiple strategies, some of which might be the way you 
would normally approach problem solving, however some may be 
different. 

By exploring various strategies, we hope your child finds one that they 
understand and can use comfortably. It may not be the most efficient 
(fastest) strategy that they choose, but that will come with 
perseverance and understanding.



Mathematics Program
Develop -
● Learning through exploration & frustration -

             rather than being taught. Answers aren’t always immediate!

● Favoured methods for solving problems
           (e.g. 18 + 12 + 2 = 2 tens + 12 ones = 32 or  18 +12 = 30 then add 2 = 32)

● Persistence - student reads the problem and considers how to solve it without 
help initially. This develops sustained independent thinking, decision making and the 
courage to try, leading to not fearing maths challenges and building connections 
between topics eg. Multiplication and Area

● Differentiation - setting enabling prompts & extending prompts

● Inquiry - i.e. asking questions

● Confidence - sharing with class and demonstrating the courage to try new things 
or to express misconceptions or new understandings

● Synthesis through understanding - (transfer learning to practical 
contexts and new topics (e.g. 13 - 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9. So you can use that 
principle to calculate bigger differences or solve practical problems such as remaining 
fencing that needs to be completed.)

Aim - 
● “Comfortable with being uncomfortable”
●  Links with Growth Mindset



Homework
Projects
There will be 1 project each term for the students to complete.

● It reinforces organisational skills and working to a time limit

Mathematics Homework
My Numeracy will be used for Mathematics revision. 

●  You will be informed when it is up and running.

● My Numeracy is a beneficial program because it caters for every 

student, based on their own mathematical requirements



Reading

● Reading is to be recorded in their Resilience Project Diary at 

least 3 times per week 

● Needs to be sighted and signed by a parent or guardian

● Reading at home is for enjoyment so students are to choose a 

book that they enjoy reading. Reading aloud to your child or 

reading together can also be included

Talk Homework

● Refer to V.C.O.P. and Big Write section (slide 12). More detailed 

information has been sent home regarding this

Homework



Google Classroom
In the Middle School we introduce our students to 
Google Classroom as a digital platform for sharing 
school work and communication.

Through Google Classroom, your child’s teacher can 
post assignments and announcements, and students 
can ask questions and hand in their work.

Parents and guardians can receive daily or weekly 
email summaries of Google Classroom posts. Please 
fill in the form that came home with your preferred 
email addresses (up to 2) and return it to your child’s 
classroom teacher.



Camp
5th- 9th August

Both Year 3s and Year 4s will be going to Camp Weekaway 
for 2 nights, 3 days!

- Year 4s will be going Monday 5th - Wednesday 7th August

- Year 3s will be going Wednesday 7th - Friday 9th August

Going on camp is a great opportunity for students to bond across their whole 

year level and build independence. Students will be able to increase their 

personal responsibility and organisational skills while participating in 

outdoor teamwork activities. 


