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Our Goals
In our school and classrooms we have high 
expectations of students. 
● Independent 
● Curious
● Positive attitude
● Problem solvers
● Risk takers
● Confident and resilient
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Growth Mindset
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1CHPnZfFmU


Literacy
Reading
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Write to Read
- 26 letters in the alphabet
- 45 sounds in the English language
- 70 combinations of the letters: 

single, 2 letter, 3 letter, 4 letter 
sounds (codes)

- 30 rules learned over time

A PowerPoint of the codes is available 
to all families.
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=18aw2fp14Cw_ehoBXHFB47VwyNl7LQjjE


Write to Read
● Some words are easy to sound out
● Some words don’t sound as they 

should (eg. come)
● We call these red dot words and 

they have to be learned by sight 
only

● Practise these to automatic 
response, choosing words 
randomly
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Write to Read
Games to practice your Safari Words in 
an engaging way:

- Go Fish
- Memory
- Snap
- Fly Swat Game
- Being a detective (eg. How many 

times can you find the word ‘look’ 
in this book?)
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The 3P’s - Pause, 
Prompt, Praise

9

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0YTFevd-cE


The 3P’s - Pause, 
Prompt, Praise

10

Pause

Before responding it is important that helpers 
first wait, giving the child time to try to work out 
the word for themselves, using their codes or 
clues in the book.



The 3P’s - Pause, 
Prompt, Praise
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Prompt

Encourage the child to look at the pictures.

Ask:  What word might make sense?

  What sounds (codes) are in this word?

  What do I see in the picture?



The 3P’s - Pause, 
Prompt, Praise
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Praise

It is important that children are praised and encouraged 
for their efforts by teachers, parents and classroom 
helpers for work well done.
Try comments such as:
I like the way you…
You must have been practising…
You worked very hard today…



Take home books
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Take home books will be sent home later 
in Term 1. These books will be at an 
independent level for your child. 
 
At the start of the year it is important to 
practice:

- Safari Words
- Phonograms



Questioning
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Encourage the children to talk about the book and 
its meaning. Ask them to:

● Share and compare their own experiences to 
those in the book

● Describe characters and events they especially 
liked/disliked and say why

● Retell the story in sequence using the main 
events (You may need to prompt without telling)

● Ask questions. What might happen next? Why 
did the character feel that way?



Reading with your child
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It is also an important experience to read aloud to 
your child. This will develop their love for books, 
as well as their vocabulary. 
When reading aloud

● Read slowly and enjoy the story
● Use an expressive voice 
● Avoid interruptions
● Keep the flow and rhythm of the language 

alive
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OG2Q6pPQYw
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Literacy
Writing



Writing Development
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1. Drawing

2.  Scribble

3.  Strings 
of letters

4. Beginning 
and ending 
sounds

5. Adds middle 
sounds and 
experiments 
with 
punctuation



Writing Development
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Literacy
Speaking & 

Listening
20



Speaking and listening 
development
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Be a role model for the children.

Gently correct:
● Sentence structure, pronouns, 

pronunciation
● Grammar e.g. tenses ‘bought’ instead of 

‘buyed’
● ‘Baby talk



Speaking and listening 
development
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Speaking and listening 
development
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● Make a time each day to talk to your child 
and engage in conversations. 

● Ask them questions that require a 
sentence as an answer. 
Eg. Instead of ‘Did you have fun at school 
today?’ … ‘What did you do at school 
today?’



Speaking and listening 
development
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1o6Y7kmu4dafrwhzhsCBM4HMD-LQ6gaww/preview
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Numeracy



Three dimensions of 
Mathematics
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● Number and Algebra
● Measurement and Geometry (Space)
● Statistics and Probability



Number
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● Recognition of numbers
● Recognition of groupings – smallest, 

largest, same (to 10, extending to 20)
● 1-1 correspondence – touch and 

count (move object)
● Counting to 10+
● Counting on...counting back
● Ordinal number 1st, 2nd, 3rd...
● Before, after, more, less
● Early concepts of addition and 

subtraction



Measurement
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● Length, area, capacity, mass
● Comparatives- taller, shorter, longer
● Days of the week...yesterday, 

tomorrow, seasons
● Telling the time to o’clock on 

analogue and digital clocks
● Sequencing (e.g. times of the day, 

days of the week and seasons)
● Measuring units – using informal 

units e.g. counters



Geometry
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● 2D shapes – matching, sorting, 
attributes, everyday objects

● 3D shapes
● Position and location – follow simple 

directions (place objects… beside, 
behind, in front of, forward, back, 
next to)



Statistics and Probability
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● Pictographs – reading and entering 
data

● Unpredictability of chance – you 
can’t always win!



Maths at home
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Cooking 
measurement 
and capacity

Putting the 
shopping away 

categorising

Setting the 
table 

sharing/division

Games 
number recognition 

and counting

Reading house 
numbers
 number 

recognition

Cutting up 
food 

fractions



STEAM
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33
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● Creative and innovative way 
to problem solve.

● Working collaboratively.
● Project-based.
● Hand-on to solve real world 

problems. 

STEAM
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× Term 1 - All About Me
× Term 2 - Healthy Bodies
× Term 3 - Animals
× Term 4 - Toys

Integrated
Topics
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● Weekly sessions in the 
classroom. 

● Use laptops and iPads. 
● Learn to log on to a computer 

and name the parts.
● Unplugged coding.
● Integrated with our learning. 

Digital 
Technologies
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Children will learn:

● How to distinguish 
between fair and 
unfair play

● How to build body 
language awareness

● How to solve conflict 
with their words 

Resilience Project 
& YCDI 
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● We encourage students to 
develop a growth mindset, 
to change negative thinking 
into positive thinking. 

● “I can’t do this” - “I can’t do 
this yet”

● “I made a mistake” - 
“Mistakes help me learn”

Growth 
Mindset
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Assisting in the classroom 
under the direction of the 
classroom teacher or in a 
specialist class (eg. Kitchen). 

All parent helpers must have a 
Working With Children Check. 

Parent Helpers
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Beware of making judgements:
● All children can learn
● Children learn at different 

rates and have different 
learning needs.

Retain Confidentiality
● Privacy of families must be 

respected at all times.
● Children can be hurt by 

harmless remarks from peers 
or other children. 

Parent Helpers



Friendly Reminders
× When your child arrives, encourage them to go outside to the 

synthi grass to play.
× Please arrive before 9am. If you are late, you will need to sign a 

green form from the office to give to the teacher. 
× Wednesday is optional until Labour Day.

× A newsletter will come home every Friday from the Foundation 
Team. (This will change to fortnightly in Term 2, monthly in 

Term 3 and once in Term 4).
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Thank you.
Any questions?
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